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Honour te my Paper. ' 


be gratefully accepted, and receive due Honour. 





each, 


4ALETTER ¢@o M. Gaine, on his notable Aldrefi 
te the Publick, in the New-York Mercury, N° §6. 


Mr. Gaine, 


S it is to be fuppofed shat neither the RefieHor, 
nor the Gentlemen whofe Names were pub- 
lifhed in your laft Monday's Paper, will 
think it worth their while to animadvert on 
your Addrefs, I beg Leave to beltow this 

Sheet, in a Confideration of your Defence. 

There are two Sorts of Writers equally unanfwer- 
able,---a Man of Senfe whofe Writings contain .the 
cleareft Truth, and Conviftion, and a Foul whofe 
Produétions are entirely void of both. Among thé 
latter I rank all thofe whofe inimitable Performances 
have of late fo fingularly adorned your Papers, and 
fufiiciently demonftrate, that their Authors are. neither 
able nor willing to inveftigate the Truth ; not to forget 
the Addrefs under Confideration, which, at Miire- 
prefentation and Slander, maft be confeffed to have 
the Honour of exceeding them all. 

Inglorious and unpardonable would be the Attempt 
to confute a Piece in its Nature fo unan{werable. I 
fhall not therefore, follow you thro’ all your imme- 
thodica) Fuitiam, point out your Inaccuracics of Gram- 
mar and L 
only make a few Obfervations upon the ot pa 
of your Vindication, to convince the World how 
Spegouly you have been impofed upon by the 

riter of your Defence. ' 





AS it cannot be expetled, that the Author fhould fupport this Paper at bis private E, 
fixed the Price for Subjcribers, at TenShillings per Annum, for fifty two Papers ; and in that Propertion 
for a Jaffer Number , and thofe who decline fubferibing may purchaje them of the Printer at Three Pence 


, and refute your Affertions ; but 


FRIDAY, SepremBer 7, 1753. 


T HE Enemies of Liberty, and a Freedom of RefieRion, having by the moft iniquitous Arts, engroffed 

the New-York Mercury, and utterly excluded their Antagonifts from a fair Hearing in that Paper ; 
and the Printers of the Gazette declining the Infertion of any Thing, that favours of politrcal or religious 
Controverfy ; the Author bas thought proper to fet up this, and propofes to continue it on Fridays, as often . 


FROM the Independent Reflector, againft whom the moft foul-mouthed Invettives are perpetually 
difgorged, which the Defiga of bis Paper prevents bim from anfwering, I hope, for frequent Affiftance ; 
«/peciallp when I affure him, that I fhall efteem any Thing from fo pure and difmterifted a Writer, an 


THE Friends of that Author, and of Liberty, may communicate their Sentiments, by Letter direéted 
to the Occafional Reverberator, to the Care of the Printer ; and refi affured, that their Produdlions /rall 


THE Author ficerely promifes, that none of his Correfpondents, foall have any Reafon te complain 
of his expofing their Manufcripts, or divulging their Secrets. 


cep be bas 


The Situation in which you appear, from the 
Fact of your Addrefs, is indeed to be deplored. That 
you have a /atent Enemy who is “ preying upon your 
Charaéter, and the Means of your Subfiftence,” is not 
to be difputed ; and doubrlefs you would be convinced 
of his.Malignity, could you fee that he is fighting you 
with your own Weapons, and Craftily employing 
your Prefs, to render you publickly weak and com- 
temptible. 

The fir and moft flagrant Inftance of his abufing 
your ill-judged Confidence, is his Application of that 
deteftable Character of a certain Printer, contained in 
the Refeftor, N° XL.to you: A Charagter which, were 
you confcientioufly perfwaded you deferved, you 
would by no Means have aflumed, had you been endued 
with that Degree of Art which even the moft accom- 
plithed Villains exert, when it on ferve to cover 
their Villany. As the Reflector did not name the 
Printer, you are not to blame him for the Imputation 
The Character he gave was no where applied to Hugh 
Gaine ; not the leaft ‘Infinuation that it was intended 
for any Printer in America : How then, in God's Name, 
was you concerned in it? Will it not give your Ene- 
mies Ground to fufpec that you ate confcious of your 
Guilt, when you apply the Inveétive to yourfelf ? 
Had the Writer of your Defence taken no Notice 6f 
the Charaéter, Mankind would have been left to im- 
pute it to this, that, or the other Printer, as they were 
differently influenced by Paffion and Prejudice; 
Thus, indeed, you would have been a Bellow-fufferer 
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with the reft of your Craft; but at the fame Time 
have reaped fome Confoldtion from a Reflection, that 
even fome of your Enemies were your Companions 
in Maisfortane. 7 

Confortium inter Miferes eff Solatium : 

You are therefore extremely indebted to your match- 
Jefs Champion, for overwhelming you with that Load of 
Infamy, of which, had he been filent, you would, per- 
haps, only have born a Part. But prithee, Mr. Gaine, 
what Opinion can you have of a Friend, who, upon being 
acquainted «that there is a certain Printer fo attached 
« to his private Intereft, that for the fake of advancing 
«« it, @eferted his Religion, made himfelf the Too! of a 
«« Party he defpifed, privately contemned and vilified 
‘* his own Correfpondents, .publifhed the moft infa- 
«« mous Falfhoods again others, flandered half the 
“People of his Country, promifed afterwards 
“to defift, broke thae Promife, continued the 
« Publication of his Lies, Forgeries and Miilrepre- 
*©fentations ; and to compleat his Malignity, obiti- 
«« nately refufed to print the Anfwers, or Vincications, 
«of the Perfons he had. abufed;”’ 1 ask, what 
Opinion would you form of fuch a Perfon, who, 
upon hearing this Character, fhould break out, « I know 
‘it well; there is no Man but my Friend Gosne who 
‘can merit it.’ You are doubtlefs at a Lois how to 
anfwer: Let me, therefore, make this RefleGlion for 
fou, That Fellow is not only your Enemy, but gives 
fuch flagrant Proofs of his Enmity to you, under a 
Pretence of Friendfhip, as none but yourfelf could 
have miftook. He has fet the Fool's Cap upon your 
Head, and excited the Laughter of the Town; and 
I dare fay, you are highly obliged to bim for his 


Trouble. The reft of your Friends, are as little to be 
depended on, ‘They have cheated you out of your 
juft Dues. Tem Shillings is but poor Pay for all the 


jaborious nonfenfical Lumber they have obliged you 
to print, however confiderable it may feem when 
proportioned by the Value of their Performances. 
Severe Ufage indeed to a Man who fet up his Bufinefs 
without any other View than to advance his litereft! 
Scarce credible, if you had not folemnly declared it 
before God and the World: But as you weil obferved, 
** every one’s Strength don't lie in hisHead like Sam/on’s 
“« and the RefieZor's.” Should you after all, affert, that 
you are the Author of your own Defence, your Con- 
duét is ftill more abfurd, fince, notwithftanding every 
Man ought to be the beft Friend to himfeif, you will, 
im that Cafe, difcover yourfelf to be your greateit Rnemy. 
‘ Asa farther Proof of your Weaknefs, and the 
Treachery of your Friend, it is too notorious to be 
denied, that he has not in the leak vindicated you, or 
fhewn, that you merited a better Charater than that 


‘ anonymous one contained in the Refedicr, which you, 


with his Affiftance, have thought proper to aflume: 
For you _confefs that you are attached to your private 
a o- _— — 


pelt to Yo. great a Degree, as to have Tet up your 
reis for that a ote only. This is a natural Infe- 
Tence, from your Belief, That «‘ no Perfon ever fet 
“* up their Bufinef$ with any other View than to ad- 
“* vance their Intereft.” You are not, it feems, fenfible 
of any the leaft Obligations to promote the Interett of 
Society : You have no Motives to render your Prefs 
ufeful to the Public; no Confideration of the Advan- 
tages that Mankind may reap from the Art or 
Painting, and the pres Exercife of the Press-; but 
doubtlefs expe& your fellow Creatures will contribute 
to your Support, when you have not the leaft Intention 
to benefit them by fetting up your Bufinefs. Strange 
Principles ! abfurd Conduct, iudeed! in a Perfon who 
pretends to a Fondnefs for the Liberty of the Pref : 


- your Gailt; fince you have not attemp‘ed, nor are 


Reverberator. 


But more ftrange and abfvitd fii}, that » Soul fo mean 
fo bafe, fo mercenary as to /ct up his Bufines with go 
other View than to advance his private Interef. thoufg 
even think of the Liserty oF inet Press. 

The next Part of the Charge, againft the anonymous 
Printer,. is, That he deferted his Religion 
you anfwer, That you profes th Relig on yee 
tized and brought upin. \fuppofe, as you 
yourfelf to be an Epifcopalian, you mea: t YOU are 
by Baptifm a Churchman ; and this is the firft Time 
that T ever heard of a Man's being, by Bapti ; 
either a Churchman or a Prefbyterian. A 
Baptifm, is made a Member of the univerfal Chur 
Cuerist, that is, a Chriftian, as far as Baptifm ale 
will make him fuch, and not a Member of any parti. 
cular Seét of Chriftiarls. As to the Profeflion you was 
brought up in, it is plain you rejected it when you 
attained to riper Years, fince it is not Jong fince you 
was aPreibyterian; and ] fuppole you would have it 
Uelieved, that you became fuch upon Principle ; and 
as you are now of the Epifcopalian Seé, it is not fof 
ficient to fhew that you was baptized and brought « pa 
Churchman; but, you fhould have lt} 

; +3 ave proved that you 
have ceferted the Prefbyterian Party upon. Principle 
which you have not done; and therefore, As you hase 
been pleafed to arrogate to yourfelf the above anony 
mous Chara&er, you ftill labour under the Cha pre of 
having deferted your Religion, 

As to that Part of the Character, which 
reflects upon you, as being a Too! to a Porty yu defpifed; 
it is evident that you are a Too! to a Party, from your 
Refufatto print any Thing in Behalf of the Refeder 
and his Friends, while your Prefs is weekly profiiuted 
to the Service of a Party who oppofe them ; 
you are the loweft and moft fubfervient Tool.a Toel to 
a Party you defpife: For it appears from the Preface to 
the Sermon entitled, the Craft/men, that you have pift the 
utmoft Contempt, upon the Party who have rerained you 
in their Service, and privately traduced and a1/ifed you 
own Correfpondents. As a further Proof of your Contempt 
of that Party, a Gentleman in your Confidence told 
me, you had fo much better an Opinion both of the 
Caufe and Capacities of the Reficfor and his Friends, 
than of thofe of his Antagonifts, that you would readily 
forfake the Service of the latter, provided you could 
ke affured of a conftant Employment from the former; 
but that, as you had Reafon to expect fuch Pieces only 
from the RefleZor and his Friends, as would meet with 
a Refufal from a certain other Printer, you could not, 
therefore, confiftent with your private Interef, pieaie 
fuch occafional Employers, at the Expence of forfeiting 
the Good Will of your conftant Cuftomers. 

The fame Preface has furnifhed the fulleit Evicerce, 
that “* you have publifhed the moft infamous Falfhooes,” 
(and more would have been produced, had you not fhut 
up the Liberty of the PrefPagaink one Party :) ‘That you 
« flandered halt the People in the Country (to wit, the 
“ Prefbyterians) promifed afterwards to defift, broke 
‘« that Promife, continued the Publication of Lies, 
« Forgeries, and Mifreprefentations ; and to compleat 
“ your Malignity, obftinately refufed to print the An- 
** {wers or Vindications of the Perfons you had abufed.’ 
Thefe Pieces of Evidence will, in the Judgment of al! 
rational Men, be confidered as a full Conviction © 
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you able to fhew, that they.are falfe. And now, Mr 
Gaine, as you have been filly enough to put on o 
the above mentioned Charaéter, I think I may w™ 
Jaftice tell you, Iam furprized that fuch a Wretcd 
** as you are, fhould talk of the Laptrty oF TH 
** Press! But Gon forbid! thatevery Printer {how : 
** deferve fo infamous a Character.” 
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Your Conduét to your Correfpondents, is to the laft 
Degree inexcufable ; and the Treachery of the Author 
of your Vindication, convincingly apparent to every 
Man whofe Strength fics in bis Head. Out of your own 
Mowth he has condemned you. No Printer ought to 
betray a Secret committed to him, unlefs the Concea!- 
ment of it will expofe him to the Lath of the Law : 
You deny that you ever did ; and yet are made both 
to betray and vilify your Correfpondent. In the very 
Breath that you deny the Scandal, you verify the 
Charge. The Gentleman who brought you a Paper 
to be inferted in your Mircury, is too plainly defig- 
pated to be unknown ; and at the fame Time, afperfed 
with a Degree of Impudence, that would raife a Bluth 
in any Man’s Face but yours. As much attached as 
you are to your Intereft, ‘tis plain you are weak 
enovghto be, even ignorant of the Way to fecure it. 
What Gentleman will be fo foolifh, as to put himfelf 
in the Power of a Printer, who, not only reveals his 
Secrets to his own Enemies, but in Spite of his Honour 
and Intereft, will refufe the Publication of what is 
offered him, and afterwards contumelioufly expofe him 
in bis Paper, Befides, you muft be confcious, that 
the Light in which you have fet this Matter, is fhame- 
fully talfe. Your Words are, He awould even cblige 
me £0 ¢ omply with bis Defire before 1 either faw or knew 
the Contents of it. “UVhat Gentleman (as I have it from 
himfelf) requelted your publithing a Vindication of the 
New-F erfey College, from the iniquitous Contumelies 
you had printed againft the Defign of its Eretion, and 
wie prefent State of it ; which you, in Conformity to 
the Liberty of the Prefs, thould not have denied.; but 
agreeable to the refit of your party, partial, mercenary 
News-Paper, immediately refufed. When he remon- 
{trated againft your Conduct, you defired to fee it; but 
he, as he ought, refuled, unlefs you would fufpend 
your Judgment ‘till you had examined its Contents. 
You continued obitinate in denying its Infertion, and 
he left you.. Such was the Application, and his Con 
defcenfion,----Somewhat too much, methinks, to a 
Man who confefles Ais. Strength lies not in bis Head. 
After all this, Mr. Gaine, can you have the Face to 
* defy the Reflector, to prove, or any of his Emiffa- 
‘‘ ries, that “ you ever divulged any Secret repofed in 
«« you by them, or that you ever betrayed any of your 
** Correfpondents.” What greater Abfurdity, than 
to defy an Antagonift to prove, what you even demon- 
ftrate in your Addrefs ? Or what more ridiculous, than 
to require a farther Proof of what is already fo certain, 
as to render you undéniably Guilty. 

Inferting in your Addrets the Letter of the 6th of 
April 1753, is a further Conviction to me, of the 
Treachery of the Perfon you intrufted with your De- 
fence. Krom the Introduction to it, | imagined you 
had deteéted your Adverfaries, and was about to make 
a home Thrutt; but I find you have only wounded 
yourielf. The Writers of that Letter, appear rather 
to be your Friends than your Enemies. Their Notions 
of the Prefs, your Doty, and Intereft, are right ; and 
had you conformed to them, your Prefs would have 
gained fome Reputation among the Friends of Liberty, 
Honour and Senfe ; and never could you have expofed 
vourfelf to the inextricable Scrape and Scandal into 
which you are‘failen. ‘That Letter is a Corroboration 
of the Charge of Philo-Refleéfor again you. The 
Extras of your Letters publifhed by that Author, 
ttood only upom his Credit ; "but by this forry Addrefs, 
you have admitted them to. be genuine, and produced 
again yourfelf, anew Set of Accufers. To what End 
's that Lettgr publithed ? Did you get any Advantage 


by it? No: Ic is an Impeachment againft you, and 
appears from the Face of it, to have been written for 
the Press. The Remarks it contains, it could never 
be your Intereft to print-----the fame urged to your 
Prejudice by the Author of the Preface to the Craft/- 
men, and undoubtedly given him to publith. , Sur- 
prizing is your Weaknefs, and moft cruelly are you 
betrayed. In Reality, you are‘made the Tool of your 
own Infamy, and yet affert you areno Tool. ** Your 
«* Charaéter and Means of Subfiftance taken away, ftab- 
‘* bed behind your Back by your familiar Companions,” 
and yet fo aftonifhing is your Blindnefs and Stupidity, 
that as_you exprefs it, your Enemy is fill latent. And 
what is worfe than all, to a Man who thinks it an 
Abfurdity to fuppofe a Printer fhould fet up a Prefs for 
any other Reafon thao that of his private Interefl, are 
cheated out of your Pay, and yet truft the Cheat with 
working up a Defence more ignominious than the Ac- 
cufation pretendedly defended againtt. 

Tho’ | am willing to put the beft Conftruétion upon 
your Conduct, and therefore fuppofe the Publication 
of the above Letter, was intirely owing to the Malice 
of your Champion, aad your own Folly ; yet when 
you wilfully mitreprefent, and are guilty of palpable 
Falfhoods, your Crime is unpardonable. A_ foolith 
Thing may be done withInnocency of Heart, but 
lying 1s inexcufable in all bat Madmen; and to that 
Pitch 1 do not think you are yet arrived, tho’ Gop 
knows how foon your /atent Enemies may fit you for 
a Bedlam. ‘The Letter figned Hugh MClougher 
O Blunder, you fay you refuled to print, becaute it 
contained not only a Reflection on a particular Set of Men, 
but a whole Nation; than which, nothing can be more 
falfe. It was written to the ReflecJor, approving his 
Sentiments on the College ; and fo far was it from re- 
SfieBing on any particular Set of Men, that it neither 
mentioned nor referred to any Man living. It was, 
indeed, fpelc fo as to be expreffed in the Brogue of the 
low Jrib of Connaught: But Lconceive, that could be 
no more of a Reflection gn the /i in general, than 
this Letter I am now writing on the Engii/ in general, 
or than even your Addrefs, The Charge of Plagiari{m 
is equally groundlefs, more deteftable, but fo far as 
you are concerned in it, lefs wicked ; becaufe, tho’ it 
muft be confeffed that every Printer ought to be ac- 
quainted with the Marks of Quotation, yet I queftion 
much your Knowledge of them, and feveral other 
neceflary Parts of a Printer’s Bufinefs. That Paper 
was figned A. P. and fo far were the Publithers from 
arrogating to themfelves the Honour of the two frit 
Paragraphs, which were Mr. Addifon’s, that, as I have 
been informed, in the Original which was delivered to 
you, they were circumflexed throughout. But you have 
your Excufe, every Man's Strength does not lie in his Head, 

The Sterility of your Invention, and of that of your 
Party, is fully evinced by the borrowed Wit you make 
ufe of in endeavouring to caft a Ballance of Lies againft 
the Reficctor. You, indeed, attempted to charge 
him with a large Number, in order to make the 
Ballance turn in your Favour, How well you have 
fupported this Charge, I leave the World to judge, 
fince you have not fhewn the leaft Paffage, in the 
Writings. of that Author, 6r his Friends, to maintain 
it: While on the Contrary, Philo-RefeMor has parti- 
cularized every Falfhood imputable to you and your 
Adherents. I fhall therefore add the Number of Lies 


‘you have charged the Refe@or and his Friends with, 


to the Account of Lies told by Mr. Hugh Gaine, and 
the Authors of the Pieces weekly contained in bis Mercury, 
which will (well the Number to 219; moft of which 
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are fo enormous, as to be enly equalled by him who has 
been a Lyar from the Beginning, even fhould he exert 
his utmoit Talents at Faififying. 

But in fine, Mr. Gaine to be ferious. Would you 
take my Advice, (and I dare engage you will find it 
will advance your Intereft) difdain to be any longer 
the Tool of a Party you de/pife; open your Prefs to every 
Writer whofe Opinions. have not a natural Tendency 
to hurt the Society of which you are a Member ; pre- 
ferve facred and inviolate, the Secrets of your Corref- 
pondents ; abitain from publifhing apy Thing that 
may prove injurious to the Characters of honeft Men ; 
and whenever the Reputation of your Fellow-Creatures 
is attacked, give them the faireft Opportunity of de- 


F.& G 


fending themfelves thro’ your Prefs; and above al] 
be ready to print any Thing that is advancive of the 
public Weal, without regarding the marrow Refent. 
ments of Party. ‘Such a Conduct will be the only 
Method to retrieve your Character, in the Judgment of 
the fober, thinking Part of Mankind. Buz if you will 
fill reply, truft only to your felf, deflitute as you are 
of any Strength in your Heqd, rather than to your 
treacherous and infidious Cuftomers: Ignorance with 
Innocence, will better preferve you from the Contempt 
of the World, than tne Affiftance of falfe Friends, 
who, in difgorging their filly undeferved Malevolence 
at others, fet you up for a laughing Stock to the Town, 
and a pitiful Mark for their Opporents to {hoot art. 
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